INTRODUCTORY.
Chests made of red cedar have the reputation of protecting cloth ing stored in them from the ravages of clothes moths.
There has been, however, much difference of opinion as to whether the supposed protection comes from the tightness of the chests which excludes moths, or from an inherent quality of the wood that actually kills moths accidentally placed in them with fabrics and furs. Consider ing the centuries-old belief, entertained among so many peoples, that this odoriferous cedar affords protection against moth attack, surprisingly little has been done to determine whether or not chests made of this wood are efficacious. Working with the southern or webbing clothes moth, Tineola biselliella Hummel (PI. II, A), the writers undertook a comprehensive study of the effect of red cedar chests upon adults, eggs, and larvae to ascertain whether or not chests made of red cedar could be considered as adequate protection of clothing against these insects. 80389"-22
